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By Paulette Guaspari Gomes
We started selling Polenta tickets on January 15th to 

Foundation members only until March 1.  We are now 
selling to all SRHS family and friends.  

Here is the update:  The 25th Annual Polenta Feed is 
scheduled for April 22, 2022 at the Veterans’ Memorial 
Building.  So, if you haven’t called into the Pandy Line 
(707 571-7747) to purchase your tickets, please do so.  
You can only call in for 2 tickets per household.  Adults 
only.  Each ticket is a $40.00 donation.  It’s a fun event 
you don’t want to miss!

POLENTA FEED UPDATE

If you’re even a passing sports fan and read the Press 
Democrat, you probably know the writing of Kerry 
Benefield.   She has worked for the PD for 18 years, and 
for the last six plus years she has written high school sports 
stories for that newspaper.  She always seems to find an 
interesting angle that makes a sports story a human interest 
story as well.  What you may not know about Benefield is 
that she’s a SRHS grad and an athlete herself.

Benefield ’91 was the SRHS student body president in 
1991.  She lettered in four sports, and was a standout in 
basketball and soccer.  She went on to UC Berkeley where 
she played Division 1 soccer for a team that at one point 
was ranked number two in the nation.  

She’s no longer the high school sports reporter for the PD.  
As of May, 2021, she has become the paper’s community 
columnist.  That slot is about as close to hallowed ground 
as you can get at the PD.  It’s the space Gaye LeBaron 
filled for 35 years – 8,000 columns.  LeBaron’s column 
was the most popular feature in the newspaper.  Following 
LeBaron, Chris Smith took over the job in 2001 and stayed 
there for the next twenty years.  Now it’s Benefield’s turn.  
A pretty intimidating assignment.

She writes, “I want this column to shine a light on who we 
are, what makes us a community and all of the things that 

make us special. 
It should be a 
place to tackle 
the quest ions 
t h a t  v e x  u s 
(the funny, the 
mundane,  the 
irritating) but 
also look into 
the questions, 
and answers, we 
didn’t know we 
had. Where we have been and where we are have their 
place, but what’s next — and who is taking us there — is 
pretty compelling, too.”  Among those who took Benefield 
to her current position are two former SRHS teachers:  
“I adored both Mr. Desoto and Mrs. Devlin - two very 
different English teachers but both of whom have had a 
lasting and profound impact on my love of reading and 
writing.”  

Best of luck in your new position, Kerry.  Your old school 
is still cheering for you.

KERRY BENEFIELD:  READY TO FILL BIG SHOES
By Don Cambou

By Paulette Guaspari Gomes
Since our Fall newsletter was issued, we’ve had an 

overwhelming number of sales.  That leaves us with only 
40 seats left.  Don’t wait too long to get your name, or 
your family members’ names, permanently installed on 

a seat in the SRHS Auditorium.  To make your donation, 
download and print the online seat plaque signup 
form located on the Foundation website (www.srhsf.
org) and mail it with a check for $150.00 to the SRHS 
Foundation, P.O. Box 11006, Santa Rosa, CA 95406.  If 
you have questions, email us at donation@srhsf.org or 
call our Pandy Line at 707 571-7747.

AUDITORIUM SEAT 
PLAQUES
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Santa Rosa High School Foundation
“Once A Panther, Always A Panther”

David Armstrong 1958**: In memory of 
Delmore G. (DG) Pedgrift  1958

Richard Bastoni 1957*

Jay Berger 1962*

Bolt Family*

Robert Borges 1978 ***********

Shawn & Jennifer (Richardson) Brumbaugh 
1985

John & Judy DeMeo

Marcia (Walling) & Bruce Dyche 1988

Bill & Suzie Friedman 1966*******

Mike & Kim (Roberts) Gutzman 1971*******

Alana Kelly 1978***********

Roy M. Kunz 1956*

Katherine Lazzini*: In memory of Raymond 
Lazzini 1948 

Dennis McGill 1967*: To honor four 
generations attending SRHS

Debra Jalli Martini 1961: In memory of Dick 
Hutchinson 1959

Daniel McMahon** : In memory of Pam 
Griffin McMahon 1967 

Mark E. Noonan 1970*: In honor of Ed 1944 
and Maxine Fowler 1945

Ward 1958 & Pat (Townsend 1959) Thompson 
****#

Victor 1965 & Karen Trione*

Larry Weese 1964***********************

Marianne (Wurnitsch) Scheffler 1953*

Janice Yates: In Memory of Bobby Yates 
1961*#

Class of 1955 

* indicates multiple donations 
# indicates plaque donation

ONE THOUSAND PANTHERS
One Thousand Panthers is a campaign in 

progress to enrich the SRHSF Endowment 
Fund by utilizing $1,000 donations by 1000 

Panther supporters to reach a goal of $1 
million. 

Proceeds are allocated to student needs at 
SRHS through the Panther Project Fund of 

the SRHS Foundation.  The campaign began 
in 2011 and will continue until the goal is met.

2021-2022 Donations to Date

Thank you for  
your generous donations.

CURRENTLY - WE HAVE A
TOTAL OF 301 DONORS
(Many with multiple donations)

OVER $532,556.92

Call the Pandy Line (707-571-7747) or visit us 
online at www.SRHSF.org for assistance.

We look forward to your involvement with the 
SRHS Foundation

Donations options by cash, check, or credit 
card are accepted from individuals and groups 

(pooled).  Pledges over 2, 4, and 5 years, 
employer matching funds, and marketable 

securities are also accepted.  CALL US!

JOIN US!  We are making a difference.
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Nevers Field will always be Nevers Field, but its oval track recently received a new 
moniker.  It’s now the Doug Courtemarche Track. The name honors the long-time 
cross country and track coach who recently retired but who can’t stay away from 
working with athletes. Doug’s assumed a limited role with head coach Carrie Joseph, so 
his influence will still be at work.

Andy Brennan of the SRHS Social Studies Department was 
named the California League of High Schools’ Educator of the 
Year for Region 1.  That includes Sonoma, Mendocino, Lake, 

Humboldt, and Del Norte counties.  Congratulations Andy! 

Since 2013, Antonia Mitchell ’09 has toured the world, skating with “Disney on Ice.”  
Coincidently, on her present tour she skates with Michael Hilgren, a 2007 Piner High grad.  
Mitchell plays Cinderella, and Hilgren plays Prince Eric from “The Little Mermaid.”  Both 
grew up together, skating at Snoopy’s Home Ice, also known as the Redwood Empire Ice 
Arena.

Working together, Mike Daniels  ‘59 and Mike Grace ’65 raised money this last holiday 
season to donate to students in need. The Mikes received the funds from their '59 and 
'65 classmates and other alumni eager to participate in the effort to help needy students enjoy the holidays.  They 
purchased over $5000 in Target cards for the students.  They presented the cards to Wendy Albarran in the SRHS 
Business office. Wendy delivered the cards to the kids. She knows the kids, and who would benefit the most from 
the cards.  A small Holiday fund but much appreciated.

The Foundation receives many different kinds of donations to help the 
students and teachers of SRHS.  But it isn’t everyday that it receives a 
baritone trombone with mute and case.  Cheryl Fox ’67, who has power 
of attorney for the family of Gabriel Perstyn, made the donation for the 
family.  The school orchestra needed such a trombone, and their number 
one trombonist, Val Benz, will play it at the Spring Concert.

A Santa Rosa native, long distance runner Julia Stamps Mallon ’97, 
started breaking national records at 16 as a student at SRHS. She went on 
to become a six time All-American runner at Stanford.  Then she shattered 
her leg in a skateboarding accident.  Doctors told her she would never run 
again.  She proved them wrong.  She’s now an accomplished trail runner and keeps placing in races around the 
country. 

The SRHS Foundation has recently been selected to receive the Sonoma County Historical Records Commission 
Collection and Archives Recognition Award for 2021 in the category of Education (phew!) for sponsoring the 
SRHS Museum.  Teacher Art Horner and Mike Daniels ’59 will accept the award at a Flamingo Hotel luncheon 
on March 20…  Meanwhile the Museum continues to receive donations, some are inspired by the recent death of 
longtime teacher/coach Larry Anderson.  Among those items is a Frank Romano ‘69 football trophy (Most 
Improved Player), and an inscribed Mark Temple ‘69 football (Best Running Back).  Brenda Fletcher ’80 donated 
several pennants, buttons (Stomp Montgomery, Nail the Norsemen), and other memorabilia.  The donations were 
Brenda’s and her dad’s, Robert Fletcher, who collected them during his years as a teacher in the district from 1960 
to 1990.

Some female members of the class of 1985 have elected to make their careers in medicine: Kathryn Pearson 
Peyton, MD is a radiologist and the Director of Breast Imaging at Precision Imagery in Florida; Susan Northern 
Lacy, MD is a gynecologist at the Memphis Center for Reproductive Health in Tennessee; Julia Bley, MD is 
an obstetrician at Sutter Health in Oakland; Kim Baxter Albert, MD is a pediatrician specialist at the Austin 
Diagnostic Clinic in Texas.

Andy Brennan

The trombone at its new home at SRHS
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             WAYS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE SANTA ROSA HIGH SCHOOL FOUNDATION 
 

  ______________________________________    ________________________    ______________________________ 
                             Name (please print)                                                    Maiden Name                                              Spouse’s Name 
 

  ___________________________________________    _______________________________    ______    __________ 
                                        Address                                                                                     City                                        State                Zip 
 

  ______________________________    _________________________    _____________________________________ 
                       Home Phone                                          Cell Phone                                                         Email 
 

                    Preferred Method to receive mail & Newsletter:                Email                 U.S. Mail             
                                                                                                                                                          
                              SRHS Grad Year _________        Spouse SRHS Grad Year _________                    SRHS Staff 
 
                                           SRHS Friend                Parent/Grandparent (circle one):  Grad Year of Student(s) ______________                  

 
Membership Fee: 
  
             $25 ~ 1 year                $45 ~ 2 years                $60 ~ 3 years                 $500 ~ Lifetime 
 
 
Annual Fund Campaign Contribution:     
Please accept my gift of $________________  for:                                              General unrestricted gift  
           
        Directed gift for _____________________________________               Gift in honor/memory of _____________________________ 
                                                     (Department or Program)                                                (circle one)                                                                                                 
 
Join One Thousand Panthers: 
 
                    $1,000   or more                       $500 ~ 2 years                         $250 ~ 4 years                       $200 ~ 5 years 
 
Please acknowledge this donation in name of: ____________________________________________________________________________  

      
 

 
 
YOU MAY SEND CHECK (made payable to SRHS Foundation) for GRAND TOTAL OF $_____________     OR                                                                                                           
 
Charge my:   ____Visa    ____Master Card   ____Discover Card          # ___________________________________    Exp. Date _____________ 
 
3 digit CVV# (on back of card) _______  Name as printed on card:  __________________________ Signature:  __________________________  

Please return this form to: Santa Rosa High School Foundation, P.O. Box 11006, Santa Rosa, CA 95406.  If you prefer, you may complete your transaction 
online through our website: www.srhsf.org.  For more information, please call the Pandy Line at (707) 571-SRHS (7747) OR email us at: info@srhsf.org. 
Tax ID #68-0195375 (for a gift of Marketable Securities, please contact us for more information.)  Remember… Once A Panther, Always a Panther! 
 

SRHS Foundation

“Once a Panther, Always a Panther”
P.O. Box 11006
Santa Rosa, CA  95406-1006
Address service requested

Time to renew?
Please check your expiration date 

above your address to see if it is time 
for you to renew your  

membership. 
If you have already renewed

THANK YOU!


